
"It is the supreme art of the teacher to 

awaken joy in creative expression and 

knowledge". 

- Albert Einstein 

[Cite your source here.] 

     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear Loker School Community, 
 
It is hard to believe that it is now the middle of May with only twenty-eight school days remaining. It has 
been a terrific experience working with your children so far this school year and we expect that we will 
have a strong ending. This month, I want to highlight the 50th Anniversary of the Metco (Metropolitan 
Council for Educational Opportunity) program. As you likely know, the Metco program is a voluntary 
program that allows inner-city students in Boston and Springfield to attend suburban schools. Currently, 
there are 3,500 Metco students in the state across thirty-five Greater Boston school districts and four 
Greater Springfield school districts. Through its funding from the state Department of Education, the 
objective of the Metco program is to increase educational opportunities for all students, embrace 
diversity and reduce racial isolation. Within the Loker community, I believe that the Metco program has 
certainly enhanced the quality of education that we can provide to the students by offering all children 
and families the opportunity to engage with people who live in a different part of the Greater Boston 
area. In many cases, Metco has also grown the racial and ethnic diversity within the school building and 
we have had the opportunity to learn about and celebrate our diversity through multicultural potluck 
dinners, leadership projects and cultural enrichment performances. It is an essential part of our school 
community and I am proud that Wayland has embraced and remains committed to Metco being part of 
our school system.  
 
In looking ahead to next year, the PTO will be working with our school community in seeking Wayland-
resident families who would be able to host our Boston-resident students in the afternoons on special 
event days such as musical concerts and school picnics as the logistics of taking the bus into Boston and 
coming back to Wayland later in the evening is not always feasible. More information will be sent to you 
in the fall in looking for volunteers. Thank you for your support. 
 
Given that Metco is celebrating its 50th Anniversary, I want to make sure that you are aware of a special 
event in the Wayland community, the 15th Annual Florence Adler 5K Run/Walk. Florence Adler was a 
Wayland resident who was a strong advocate for the Wayland Metco Program in emphasizing the 
importance of increasing the awareness of diversity and the value of integration in our public schools. 
This Run/Walk is designed for all members of the Wayland School community to have an enjoyable time 
and raise money for our Metco program. The money raised for this event will be used to support several 
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aspects of Metco including the late afternoon buses which allow our Boston-resident children to 
participate in after school activities such as sports teams and drama productions.  
 
The registration for participating in the 5K Walk/Run is the following, lightboxreg.com/florenceadler, and 
the map of the course is the next link, www.raceentry.com/maps/user/view/29539. You can also be a 
member of Loker Cheering Squad by meeting at the end of the Loker School driveway at 11:15am and the 
race route will go right by the entrance to our school. There are also pre-race activities at Wayland 
Middle School including Mother’s Day activities, face painting and music by Jam’n 94.5. My two-year old 
son, Nathan, and I are excited to participate on Saturday and we hope to see you at this important event 
in supporting our entire Wayland school community! 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! Happy Mother’s Day to all of our Loker mothers! 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Jones 
Loker School Principal 
 

  

http://lightboxreg.com/florenceadler
https://www.raceentry.com/maps/user/view/29539


 

SECTION 2 

NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

Art room News:  
 

Fifth graders are working on the set 

for the play. 

4th graders are learning to scale an 

image up using a grid method of 

drawing. These animal drawings will 

be finished with watercolor and will 

accompany their classroom research project. 

3rd grade students looked at the Alexander Calder's mobiles before 

exploring how to create a balanced moving sculpture using wire and 

weights. 

 

 

Kindergarteners looked at the sweet 

treats of the artist Wayne Thibeau. 

They are learning to use some art 

terms such as repetition and texture 

when talking about their art. Students 

watched a short video where Thibeau 

talked about the texture of the 

painting representing frosting on the 

cakes. 

First and second grade students are in the midst of creating a stop-

motion claymation. First grade student are making their own version of the book Make Way for 

Ducklings. Each group of two will have a ducks traveling through a different 

scene. Second grade students are making 

characters of their choice for a short 

claymation in groups of two. 

 

 

*Please email me if you would like your 

child’s Artsonia access code and do not 

already have it!  

 

  



 

 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 

 
Grade 1: 

Students are continuing to work on completing 

Course 1 in Code.org. We will also be focusing 

on some of our website options like 

Tumblebooks and Starfall this month. 
 

 

Grade 2: 

Grade 2 students are working on a ChatterPix project to complement their 

continent project!  ChatterPix is an iPad app which allows students to use a 

picture of their animal, draw a mouth and record their voice for up to 30 

seconds.  The mouth that they drew moves with their voice. 

 
 

 

Grade 3:  

Our focus for the rest of this month will be on All the Right Type.  

Students need to work on keeping their hands on the “homerow” 

and work on their accuracy and WPM. Their testing scores will be 

arriving home by the beginning of June. 
 

Grade 4:  

ChatterPix is the new focus as the 4th grade students work on their Animal 

Habitat projects.  ChatterPix is an iPad app which allows students to use a 

picture of their animal, draw a mouth and record their voice for up to 30 

seconds.  The mouth that they drew moves with their voice. 

 

 

Grade 5:  

Fifth grade students have been using Scratch 2 to 

animate their names and we are moving towards using 

Scratch 2 to programming a game.  Students have 

learned that X,Y coordinates are not just for math but 

we are using these coordinates in programming too! 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are so many things that I want to do before the end of the year, I can’t believe what little 
time we have.  I wish I could see the students more than once a week!! 
 
Field Day is scheduled for Friday, June 9th, and we are looking for parent volunteers to 
help run station activities.  It would be great if volunteers could come early, read over their 
activity, and get situated.  All of the equipment will be out on the field for you.  If you are 
interested, there is a Volunteer Spot sign up being sent out (Thank you to Daria Greeley 
for helping with that) 
 
Grade: K, 1  
Kindergarten and first grade students have been introduced to the PACER run.  It’s a fitness test 
that measures aerobic capacity, but I just call it a running game.  The older grades run this the 
long way in the gym, but I have the kindergarten and first graders just run from sideline to 
sideline.  I play the audio for the longer distance run, so that they can have a lot of turns and can 
“beat levels”.  Basically, on go, students run from one sideline to the other before they hear the 
beep.  When a beep occurs, it is time to run back.  This is a good opportunity for us to discuss 
the idea of pacing ourselves!  We have also been using the brand new scooters that we got this 
year, and the first graders have played scooter soccer.   
 
Grades: 2, 3 
Students have run the PACER the long way in the gym.  For PACER explanation, please see 
K/1.  We have also done a fitness circuit class, and have discussed the key components of 
physical fitness and what they mean (cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, muscular 
strength, and flexibility).  Second grade students have had the chance to us the scooters for 
scooter soccer, and third grade students have played scooter soccer and also a kickball variation 
game called mat ball.   
 
Grades: 4, 5 
We have had a couple of fitness based sessions and we have covered the important 
components of physical fitness.  We are moving into our kicking unit, so students will be 
participating in kickball and soccer related activities.   
 
Please consider volunteering for field day!. I greatly appreciate any consideration.   
   
Thank you, 
 
Mr. O’Connor 
 
daniel_oconnor@wayland.k12.ma.us 

  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten – Kindergarten students have been working on expressing beat and rhythm through 
movement and playing a variety of new classroom instruments.  They are doing a great job! Engine 
Engine Number Nine!   
 

1st Grade - First graders are learning about musical form and have been playing bass bars to accompany 
a variety of songs.  They really loved the song I Love the Mountains!    
 

2nd Grade – Second graders have been exploring singing and instruments with the song Sweet 
Potatoes.  They are doing such a wonderful job expressing a variety of rhythms and dynamics!      
 

3rd Grade - Third graders continue to do a fantastic job learning their recorders!  They have learned two 
new notes, C and D, and have played tunes with a variety of new rhythms.  They have been working very 
hard to improve their tone and are sounding great!  Some favorite songs include A Day at the Beach and 
O Say Can You C.   
 

4th Grade - Fourth graders enjoyed learning the song Sarasponda and the history behind it.  They also 
learned a rhythm stick game to go along with it and have been listening to works by our May composer of 
the month, Antonin Dvorak.   
 

5th Grade - Fifth graders have been working so incredibly hard preparing for their play Joust! on May 
24th.  They have displayed such leadership in class, group rehearsals, learning their lines and performing 
their songs.  It’s going to be an amazing show!  
  

 

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings has been working extremely hard to gear up for their final 
performance of the year on May 30th.  Some of the songs they are learning include Frere Jacques, Buffalo 
Gals, and Can Can.  They are producing such a wonderful tone with their bows, it is going to be an 
excellent concert!  

 
4th & 5th Grade  Strings Loker 4th & 5th grade string players are in their last few weeks of preparation for 
the Spring String Thing, which will take place on Tuesday, May 30th at 7:00 p.m. (6:30 arrival) at the High 
School Field House.  In addition, there will be a performance for the school community at 10:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, May 31st.   

 
4th & 5th Grade Band  
Save the Date!  
 
The Loker in-school concert will be Wednesday, May 31st at 10:00 am. 
The Grand Band Concert will be on Thursday, June 1st at 7:00 pm in the High School Fieldhouse! 
 
We hope to see you there! 
  



 

 

 

CAN YOU BELIVE IT’S MAY!  Here are some updates for the final stretch of our amazing year in 

the library: 

Representatives from the Wayland Public Library will be visiting all library classes the week of May 

30th – June 2nd.   They will share all the fun activities planned at the Library over the summer and 

present some great reading suggestions. 

The last opportunity for students to check out books will be the 

week ending June 9th.  This allows time to ensure that all 

materials are returned and our collection remains strong!   

It’s not too early to start thinking about 

SUMMER  READING!   Updated lists of 

suggested titles will be posted on the 

Library Website.   You will also find links to 

resources to assist with literacy selection. 

KINDERGARTEN  

Kindergarten students have been reviewing the parts of book and 

how to find books in the library independently.   We focused on 

ABC books and Counting books.   If you have the chance, check out 

our Chicka Chicka Boom Boom tree outside the library!   We will 

continue to add to it in the upcoming weeks. 

 

FIRST GRADE 

First Grade students had the opportunity to present their first Library research project.  We 

learned some great facts about animals!  We also enjoyed silly poems and explored the Dictionary.   

SECOND GRADE 

Second Grade students are exploring famous artists.   We will research an artist during library 

class and have an opportunity to explore their artistic style during Art Class. 

 

THIRD GRADE 

Third grade students are continuing on their 

research projects and working on research 

skills such as note-taking.    

 



 

 

 

 

FOURTH GRADE 

Fourth Grade students have been diligently 

working on their classroom-based Animal 

Adaptation projects.   We have been 

focusing on exploring various print and on-

line resources.   

 

 

FIFTH GRADE 

Fifth grade students have been researching and locating resources for their Biography projects. 

Please visit our Library website!   Resources you can find there: 

 Detailed information on weekly library class activities 

 Links to State-wide databases appropriate for elementary school children 

 Links to resources for classroom projects 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 
SECTION 3:  Health Room News- May 2017 
 

                                                                  
 

The sun finally seems to be shining   Your children are having lots of fun at recess.  Please keep in mind 

that the sun is getting stronger each day.  You might want to apply sunscreen on exposed areas before 

they leave for school in the morning.  

Attention 3rd grade parents: 

 The MA Department of Public Health requires that students entering 4th grade have a current physical 
on file.   Parents need to send their child’s most current physical (August 2016-2017) into the health 
room, attention: school nurse/Nurse McLeod as soon as possible. 

 
Attention 5th Grade Parents- 
 
Postural Screening:  Reminder – Postural screening is mandated by the MDPH for all 5th grade students 
and will take place on Monday and Tuesday of next week.  You may excuse your child by providing a 
letter to the health room before Monday 5/15 which includes the date, your child’s name, the name of 
the physician who performs this screening for you and your signature. 
 
Puberty Video & Discussion: 

 As part of the fifth grade science curriculum, the fifth grade boys will be meeting with our physical 

education teacher, Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Moynihan, and the girls will meet with Nurse McLeod 

and Mrs. Sole-Robertson in June to watch the video “Always Changing and Growing Up”. 

  After viewing the film there will be will a discussion, followed by an anonymous question and 

answer session.  

 We encourage parents to continue the discussion of this important topic at home. If there are any 

questions feel free to contact the school nurse.  

 Information to review is available at: http://www.pgschoolprograms.com/programs.php?pid=1  

Happy Spring!  As always I am available by email or phone for questions or concerns. 
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us 

 

 

http://www.pgschoolprograms.com/programs.php?pid=1
mailto:Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us


SECTION 4:        

 LOKER PTO: JOIN US! 
The Loker PTO has lots of openings for the 2017-18 school year, and we’re looking to expand 
the circle. There are jobs big & small, to suit any family schedule. No experience is necessary for 
any of these positions, we’ll tell you everything you need to know. If you’ve thought about getting 
more involved but weren’t sure where to start – take a look at what’s open and join us! 

Want more detail? Call or email Daria Greeley (dariaegreeley@gmail.com, 781-392-5112) or 
Nina Ching (ninapc@gmail.com, 617-416-8465). 

 
Vice President: 
The VP assists the PTO president while learning everything there is to know about the PTO. 
You’ll help formulate our long-range plans, work out any issues as they arise, and participate in 
board discussions and decision making. You’ll also coordinate weekly e-mail communication 
between PTO committees and Loker’s administration. A great position for someone looking to 
get involved in all aspects of the PTO. 
 
Book Fair Coordinator(s): 
We’re looking for one or two volunteers to round out a seasoned team. Loker hosts two book 
fairs at the school (fall and spring). This team coordinates with Scholastic (book fair supplier) on 
dates and supplies, schedules classroom visits, creates marketing to the Loker community, 
manages the staff wish baskets, staffs and runs the registers for the 3 day book fair and sets-up 
and breaks down the books. This is truly a team effort event and every member is needed. It is a 
great way to be part of the Loker community and is a blast to run! 
 
Staff Appreciation Committee Co-Chair: 
If you appreciate our wonderful Loker teachers and staff members, then the Staff Appreciation 
Committee is the place for you! We’re looking for someone to work side-by-side with our chair 
person Joanna Hartunian. Host gatherings and plan special events and show our Loker staff how 
much we appreciate their hard work and dedication to our children. 
 
Backpack Auction Coordinator(s): 
The Backpack Auction is the winter fundraiser for our elementary schools and takes place at the 
end of January through early March. We’re looking for two or three Loker coordinators to collect 
auction items, create and distribute the catalog and manage the online bidding process. This 
team works with the other teams across all three elementary schools. A fun way to have a huge 
impact on the PTO and a perfect job to do with a friend! 
 
Library Volunteer Coordinator: 
This team/person helps the Loker librarian run the library more effectively by organizing the 
parent volunteer schedule. The parent volunteers are assigned to a class time and come to the 
library to process check-in/out books, straighten shelves, and do various misc. projects. 
 
Stop & Shop Rewards Program Coordinator: 
The school can earn significant funds from the Stop & Shop Rewards Program. This person will 
help to sign up people for this program and help process information to earn the most FREE 
funding possible for our school! 
 
New Families/Kindergarten Families: 
Have a kindergartener starting in the fall? Want to welcome new families and share all that Loker 
has to offer? This position coordinates a late summer popsicle social for kindergarteners and 
new families, and is a point of contact for new families entering Loker. 
 

mailto:dariaegreeley@gmail.com
mailto:ninapc@gmail.com


3rd & 4th Grade “Just Like Me” Activity Leader(s): 
“Just Like Me” is a district-wide program that teaches awareness and acceptance of people with 
differences through a series of learning activities that help students understand what it is like to 
live with a disability. If you have a child who will be in third grade next year and would like to lead 
a series of activities in the classroom, please consider this volunteer opportunity. Training is 
provided. 

Attention 4th Grade Parents!  
5th Grade Activities Chairperson & Committee Members Needed: 
Already feeling nostalgic about your rising 5th grader? Want to help create lasting memories of 
elementary school for Loker’s oldest grade? Join the 5th grade activities team. We’re looking for 
a chairperson to oversee the group, and also need a team of volunteers to help put together 
the 5th grade memory book, tee shirt, slide show and to help organize the numerous 5th grade 
events (Bash, Play & Roller Kingdom Party).  

Loker PTO Events May-June 2017 

EVENT DATE/TIME CONTACT 

Florence Adler 5K Walk/Run 
“Loker Cheering squad” 

May 13, 11:00am Kristine Feeks Hammond 

3rd Grade “Just like Me” Unit 
on Blindness & Low Vision 

May 15 Jane Purser 

Kindergarten Orientation May 18th, 7:00pm-
8:30pm, Loker Cafeteria 

Nina Ching 

5th Grade Play May 24, 7:00pm Pam Cerne & Kimberley 
Davis 

End of Year Ice Cream Social June  Bethany Bergeron,  
Jayme Nowland & Angela Young 

Annual PTO Meeting &  

Thank You Breakfast 

June  1, 8:45am 

Loker Cafeteria 

Daria Greeley & Nina Ching 

Cultural Enrichment Event: 
Lasermania 

June 7, 9:00-9:45am Lia Barris 

Field Day June 9, 8:45-11:30am 
Raindate:  June 12 

Daria Greeley & Dan 
O’Connor 

End of Year Teacher & Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon 

June 14, 11:00am Joanna Hartunian &   
Ciara O’Brien 

End of Year Ice Cream Social June 14, 5:30pm-7:00pm 
Raindate:  June 15 

Bethany Bergeron, 
 Jayme Nowland &  
Angela Young 

5th Grade Field Day June 19 
Raindate: June 20 

Rachel Spooner 

Clap-out for 5th grade 

students 

 June 21st, 1:45pm Brian Jones 

 


